Mr
Ellis, in his late publication, on the changes produced in the atmosphere by respiration, objects to the hypotheses that have been formerly adopted on this subject, and substitutes in their place one which is, in several particulars, different from any that has hitherto been proposed. It April digestive organs, so that it must, of course, be poured into the blood by the thoracic duct. The carbon is therefore conveyed to the lungs almost immediately after it is received into the sanguiferous system, before the processes of sanguification and assimilation can be supposed to.be, in any degree, completed. On this subject, I acknowledge, that we must be guided more by analogies and probabilities than by direct proofs * but I think it will be admitted, that it is not antecedently probable, that the carbon should no sooner be received into the blood than excreted, or that the first operation which takes place in the sanguiferous system, after it has received the substance which is to afford nutriment to the body, is to discharge the greatest part of it. The other hypothesis supposes, that the chyle, when received into the blood, remains mixed with it, and gradually becomes incorporated into its substance. After the different secretions have been effected, the blood is brought back 'to the lungs, carrying that part of the chyle which has not been employed in repairing the wastes of the system ; and this being already in an oxidated state, is adapted to the purpose of being discharged from the blood, by its union with an additional quantity of oxygen.
A fourth objection against Mr Ellis's hypothesis is, that it does
